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The CONTENTS. 
Jets alfo ſhewn that im point of Dofrin the Church of England & more 
Me: & than the Church Ron, þ that the old Keligion a wv. evidently to 
|; profeſt there, and that no new Dottrin was brought in, but rather 
us by the Reformation. | 


$6. The ſecond Motive s enquired into and examined, and a brief Compa- 
$ tis thas point is made be the Churchex , fhewing how the one u found- 
on the Scriptures, and u conſonant to the Law of God, and the Puancj 
Reaſon, while the other hath no ground but a looſe Tradition, and —_ 
{ them, both mw her Doftrm, and Religious Prattice. | 


. The Queſtion is more particularly tated in that Dofirin and Prattice 
a? "aNpin kh, "boat ay With a brief Obſervation of the unreaſcna- 
bleneſs of the one, and the danger of the other, as they now ſtarid in the 
Church of Rome. | | 


."'. 8.' The Dottrin of the Church of Rome is ths Point « laid down,” and 
two Obſervations are made wpon i : Firſt, That cur Saviour's words at the 
Isfitution of the Sacrament are not to be wnderſtood in a literal ſenſe, as ſlie aſ- 
ſerteth. Secondly, That if rhey were, . yet neither can her Dotrjn be inferred 
from thens, nor her amen. juſtified by them. 


The firſt of theſe « proved, 11t From the nature of the thing, in that 
it 3 8c - Gs 1 wich are to be proper wee in the Caſe, as 
well as any other. The impoſition atſo of the Schoolmen us derefFed, in treating 
on this ſubjet? in improper terms; and farther it «alſo ſhewn that in this 
ſinſe they * cannot agree with the concommuant expreſſions as well before a 
after the Inſtitation. 


10. The ſame thing « proved 1dly. From the deſign of the Inſtitution, which 
By ba and « ray ef xe c ed with the Paſover, — other Sacrt 
the Jews; and ſo both the Praftice and the Benefits thereof are-illu 


nr by ſhewing what they did, and what they exyetted. 


11. It proved alſo 3dly, From the occaſion of that expreſſion, which 

P | to be qllel Phraſe conſtantly in uſe among the Jews at the Cele 

r yhe Fafiguer, and ſo by the evident meaning of their words, the 
RL Saviour & fully explamed. 
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C 12. The Dodtrin of the Church of England im th Point is ſhewn to 

agree with that of the Fathers, and the ancient Doctrm of the Church of Rome 
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ber ſelf. This # ſhewn to be ſtill evident in the Roman Miſlal,, alt it 
[1 ty Jo aker'd /mce the days of St, Ambroſe, te make it aoeax-ch 


be the preſent D rm. 


. & 13. The ng Obſervation u proved gthly, From our Saviour s ' own 
Declaration, John vi. Where he tells bus Diſciples that be is fone to be un- 
derſtaod ; and ab bes ts further obſerved, not only St. Paul,” but even the 
efrreſo'd Miſfal callerh the Sacrament Fread after is Conſecration. I 
f Another Compariſon is made between the Dottrim the Church. | 
+ that of ns of England, as to the 4.5 ark of el 
and thereby fon that in the Church of Rome Men hazard their Salvation 
on the truth of an Opinion: that may be falſe, and more. than probably is ſo; 
for none, not the leh advantage if it ſhould be true, . 


$. 15. The other Obſervation alſo is propounded, and therein ut is ſhewn 
#hat our Saviour's words in the lyeral ſenſe can only reſpe&t bis Body, and 
that too as it was dead, and offer d up to God in Sacrifice. pag ſeveral 
Reaſons are offered thence to ſhew, that this is not a proper Objef for Drvine 
Worſhip, and therefore obſerucd that the Council f Tens to juſtifie. ther 
Prathice, do ftrem the words abundantly beyond all that. they can bearg with 
out any Reaſon or Authority for it. | i 0g 


Q 16. Another danger is obſerved even m going to Maſi,” as it is m'the 
general Practice of the Church of Rome, in that many. are always preſent 
whenever the Sacrament is Adminiftred, who are not m a fit ſtate to be 
Partakers of it ,. and this is ſhewn from Scripture, as well as the Prattice of 
the Primitroe Chriſt tans. | | - fa... 


: I, 17. Some,ather. Particulars of the like nature are propoſed, and briefly 


roucht to ſbew the further evidence of the Propoſition diſcuſt : And /o the Con 
eluſion is made with an Exbortation to return. Os 
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A 


LETTER 


TO A 


Friend, &Cc. 


SIR, 


S every Man's Salvation is his Principal Coricern, 
and ought to be the chief end of all his Under- 
takings, ſo no Action whatſoever can be juſtly 
lyable to Cenſure, that is either founded on that 
motive, or even tendsto that deſign. But it is 
very unreaſonable to find fault with him, that 
ſhall change his Sentiments of Religion, and conſequently make 
a open Profeſſion of it ; provided that he. a&ts direaly upon 
truly: Chriſtian Motives, according to a real apprehenſion of 
the Truth, and a ſerious Conviction of the Conſcience. The 
only thing that in this Caſe is liable to Cenfure, being a baſe 
compliance with the thoughts of other Men, or a change of 
the True Religion upon falſe inducements ; ſince neither God 
nor-Man can be ſecure of his Fidelity, whom Intereſt can bribe 
tog@ againſt his Conſcience. 

- Rt is therefore no- ſmall Satisfaction unto. me, and I believe 
ſo to the reſt of all your Friends, that being well,' acquainted 
with your former Converſation, we believe your ſincerity in 
all that you have done, and that-no Temporal advantage (the 


too common ſpur of meaa and fickle Spirits) could ever incline 
B your 


IS 


[OY 

your thoughts to entertain a Notion, but as you were per- 
ſwaded of and confided in its Truth. So that either the want 
of a due Conſideration in reſpect of your Motives to believe, 
or Tome great miltake in your Notion of Religion, and fhat as 
well in reſpec of the Faith which you deſerted, as of that 
which you embrace, have ever appeared to me as the reaſon of 
your Change ; that you ſhould quit thoſe Principles wherein 

you were Bred, :for ſuch as upon enquiry can never appear un- | 
to--you, either Þ Rational or ſo Chriſtian. As it is the duty 
of every Chriſtian therefore, to endeavour the fatisfaQtion of 
his offended Brother, and to rectifie thoſe Errors that have ſe- 
duc'd him from the Faith, ſo I think my ſelf obliged, by the 
ſpecial tyes of Friendſhip, to be peculiarly concerned in your 


Reſtitution, apd not only tÞ diſcover to yon, the'Sophiſtry of 
thoſe ents that havchmgoſet up yan, "hut to Cx- 
plain 


Truths, whezewith youſſcenrunacquainted, 

For if the account be true, which I have had of your Deſer- 
tiop,your Motives to leave the Church of England, and Embrace 
the Communion of the Church of Rome, were theſe : A deſire 
to live more truly in the Communion of the Cathokick Church; 
antto-become more- Orthodox'in your Faithand Worſhip. It 
-thenT = make tt p_—_ that you'were miſtaken in _ 
Egreit-'Propoſals, and thata contrary event in both, ure 
reſult of this/yoor 'undertaking ; It will 'be reaſonahlefto e 
your /Repemance for what you have done, and a Reconciluti- 
onto'that Mother whom you- have forſaken. 

- £, 1, How the firſt: of itheſe Propoſals could 'ever influence 
zopr PraQtice,” isa very hard 'thing to-be imagined ; or why 
iyow-ſhould :phanſe-now, that you are more in the Communion 
of ithe.Catholick Church, 'than you were among us before your 
Change, 'is realty a-Conceit'that I cannot 'the ground of. 
Since thecommon-impoſition by the NameEdof Catholick,mult be 
too-ſlight x0 move/a Man of Learning :: When the Name of 
Roman 'Catholith is'bot an uſurpt Title, that carries little 1c 
than a contradiQtion in the terms. 1 know indeed, theres an 
Error-in the Notion of Church-Government, that is too-pre- 
valent'with' many Chriſttans, and may poſſibly ſeduee them 
fromithe Trath of their Religion, to ſubmit unto thoſe Laws 
that cat oblige them : -And'that/is, That the Government-of 
the Catholick Church an Earth is Originally Monarchical, and 
conſequently 


3] 


ently that the Unity thereof conſiſts, in the due ſub- 
|xRion of all the Members unto the Dominion of one Univer- 
fal Biſhop. So that no Man can bea Chriſtian, or in the Com- 
munion of the Catholick Church, but he that will ſubmit unto 
the Pope's Authority. But in Truth it is fully evident from 
the tures, from the Conſtitution of the Church, and from 
the Trakfice of all Chriſtians in the Primitive Ages, that the 
Government of the Charch on Earth, is Ariſtocratical, and 
that the Unity thereof, doth eminently conſiſt in the Commu- 
niod of all irs Members; So that every Perſon that niakes Pro- 
feſſſon of the' Chriſtian Faith, and lives in the Communion of 
any particular Church or Society of Chriſtians, heis certainly in 
the*Comniuinion of the Catholick Churchof: Chriſt ; and atcord- 
6 bop re} of his Profeſſion;he hath/art undoubredRight 
utts all her Promiſes. For firſt the Scriptures-do-exprefly. tell 
us*, that Chriſt Selected not one alone, but twelve'- Apoſtles, « we.x.r, 
and * that he gave them all but one Commiſſion jointly, as well'zart iii. 
as made them by it all equal in Authority : That he was {© far 14- 
from conſtituting one as his Vicar upon ; With an Abſo- 4x5. 
late Dominion over all his Brethren, that he forbad- ſuch Am-J,. _ 
bition as diſagreeable with his Laws, atid Ordained Humility 
d be their way of Government. Te know (faith-he, Matxx.25.) 
that the Printes of the Gentiles exertiſe dorhintion over” them, - and/ 
they that art gveat,, extyciſe authrity up) theti, But it- ſhall*nht 
beſo amtidng you': but whoſoever will be” great amony yohe; let bim” 
be” your Miniſter : And whoſoever will” be chief among you;” let" 
bim be” you? Servant. Intiniating clearly, that EccleſikRtival 
Authority is nbt like the'Dominibrl of the Gentils; whith was" 
altogether managed in'a Deſpotical way of Governnient: But 
3 he hitnifelf was' a pattern of Huthjliry, and ſbbmittedutits' 
Death for the gd. of his People ; - {&'their joint! Power ſhould: 
conſiſt in ſerving others, withonr any pretence utitoa Tempo- 
ral Dotniifisn, St. Pauk, therefore mbſt evidently refers the 
bullding of the Body'of Chtiſt (whith is* certainly the Catho- 
lick Chutth) not to any one; but unto the ApoſHes in'the plu- 
ral number, Epbeſ: iv. 11, 12: and althotgh'he was himſelf the 
laſt of all that Order, being, as he ſaith, 1 Cor. xv. 8, g. the leaft 
of the Apoſtles; as\orie that was borh out'of due time.” Yethe affires 
theCalatiahs, Galat: ii; 5. that! irt point” of Alttthority' ih the” 
Chiirch of Chriſt, he was inferior unto no Man, in that the 
B 2 Goſpel 


[4] 

Goſpel ' of the Uncircumciſion was ' committed unto him, as 
that of the Circumciſion was to Peter. And conſequently then, 
St. Peter's Principality (if he had any) was limited to the Jews 
that were Converted to the Faith, and not extended to the 
Gentils, over whom he nere preſided. So that in this 
pretence of a Succeiſion from the Prince of the Apoſtles, 
the Pope can have no claim to a Juriſdiction in our Countries, 
except he can derive our Pedigree from thoſe of the Cir- 
But to manifeſt more clearly, that the Church of Rome is 
not the whole Tree or Body of Chriſtians, no nor ſo much as 
the Root thereof, St. Paul not only reckons her among the 
Branches, Rom, xi. 17. but doth expreſly admoniſh her not to 
uſurp Dominion, as.if he were ſuſpicious of her future great- 
neſs, M3 1.72nxgv ye (ith he) wv xadJdor, Do not boaſt againſt, or 
rather, | do not injult over the Branches, But if thou boaſt, or inſult 
thus, thou beareſt not the root, but the root thee. Ib. v. 18. And 
laſtly, to ſhew the World farther, that it was but a particular 
Church, and not the Catholick, to whom he wrote that Epiſtle 
to the Romans ; he threatens her, v. 22. with being cut off or 
totally deſtroyed, if ſhe continueth not in the Goodneſs of 
God : Whereas Chriſt hath expreſly Joon to his Univerſal 
Church, that the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt her, 
Mat. xvi. 18. If any Man ſhall urge againſt me, that the 
Church to whom our Saviour made this promiſe, muſt be 
founded on St. Petey (as the Text expreſſes it) and conſequent- 
ly it can be no other but the Church of Rome, who claims all 
her Rights and Priviledges from him. I anſwer, 1/*, That 
the whole Church of Chriſt may be ſaid in ſome Senſe, to have 
been built upon St. Peter ; in that he was the firſt of the Apo- 
ftles, that Preacht the Goſpel after the deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon them; aud it is obvious, that by his Sermon fo 
many were Converted to the Faith, that a Church was 
founded thereby at Jeruſalem ; and this being the firſt Fruits 
of the Chriſtian Religion, the whole Building might pro- 
perly be repreſented by it ; and ſo that Promiſe of our Savi- 
our doth not reſpe&t the Church of Rome, whatſoever her 
pretences are, but the whole Society or Body of Chriſtians. 
2dly, "That St. Auguſtine . in Expounding of that Text, tells 

US 


(5 ] 
us 3; that-by the Rock, Chriſt meant 
himſelf, and. not St. Peter : And alſo, 
that St. Petey is not to be underſtood 
in that place, and/ many other in the 
Scripture, as a ſingle Perſon, but as 
fully repreſenting the whole Society or 
Body of Chriſtians, to whom the Pro- 
miſes were . made, and all thoſe Fa- 
vours given. For ChriſPs Queſtion 
in that place, was evidently propoſed 
to all the Diſciples, and ſo the An- 
ſwer to it appears in the name of all; 
and whatever gift or promiſe was 
thus made to one, : is to be underſtood 
as having a reſpect to all : Since it is 
evident, that there is no one particu- 
lar Benefit or Power granted by our 
Saviour unto St. Peter, but what the 
relt of the Apoſtles (as the Fathers 
have obſerved) had an equal Right to, 
and as great a Concern in, And if we 
conſult our Eccleſiaſtical Records, we 
ſhall find this Commiſſion to be Execu- 
ted thus 4 ; and (although St. Paul tells 
us, that the care of all the Churches 
came upon him daily, 2 Cor. xi. 28.) 
yet both in planting of the Church, 
and in Governing it being planted, 


2 Sic me ſepifſime ſic expoſuiſſe quod 4 
Domino diftum eft : Tu eft Petrus, oy 
ſuper hanc Petram edificabo Eccleſiam 
meam, ut ſuper hunc inteIligeretur quem 
confeſſus eft Petrus, dicens tm es Chriſtus 
filius Dei vivi : ac ſi Petrus ab hac 
Petra appellatus Jornt Eccleſia figns 
raret, que ſuper hanc Petram edificatur, 
(& accepit claves regni celi, Non enim. 
diftum eft i8i tu es Petra, ſed tu eg 
Petrus: Petra autem erat Chriftus, 
quem confeſſus Simom (ſicut tota Eccleſia 
confitetur ) diftus eft Petrus. Auguſt. 
RetraR, I. 1, cap. 21, Tom. 1. col. 30, 
edi, Baſil. 1556, R 

Non enim ſine cauſa inter omnes \Apt- 
flolos bujus Eccleſia Catholice perſanam 
ſuftiner Petrus : huic enjm Eccleſlg 
claves regni calorum date ſunt , cine. 
Petro dats ſunt 3, (f cum et dicitnr, ad. 
omnes dicitur amas me 2 Paſce over meay. 
Ib, de Agon, Chriſt. cap. 30. Tom. 3. 
col, 796. 

Cui S. Petro totius. Ecchſie figwam 
gerenti Doaminus ait, ſuper hanc Pe» 
tram, (c. Ibid, Epiſt. 165. Tom. 2, 
CoL 751. 
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Euleb, Hiſtor, Eccl. 1, 2. cap. 3. 


no one ſingle Perſon preſided over all, but they atted all 
alike as Members of a Society. And when they were called 
away by God-to be rewarded for their Labours, they left the 
ſame Form of Government with the Biſhops their  Succeſlors, 
who maintained it conſtantly for ſeveral Ages following: And 
whenever any Diſpute or Controverſie aroſe'among them, that ,a@ yi.2. 


among the Apoſtles themſelves 


was deſtractive to their Faith or C__ (as it as obſerved The rwelve 


took care called the 


ef), (hey multiude 


of the Diſciples unto them, and ordained ſeveral Deacons th take care of the Poor. = 
Aﬀts xv. 6, And the Apoſtles came together for to conſider of this matter, viz. whether 
it were neceſſary for the Gentiles ta.be Circumciſed and ro keep the Law of Moſes 3 


which was afterward determined by tem, 'v. 28+ 


for 


for to decide it in a Synod or Aſſembly, 


[6] 
And we never find 


that any ſingle Perſon under the pretence, either of being In- 
fallible, or of having a Supream Power over all the reſt, did 
undertake for to determine what was thus Diſpated'; bnt the 


Decree of the whole Church was 


* Etvodbt ov x5 ourxegTioGs 670 xb- 
ary im T7 duny tirorm* mivTec Te 
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eb, Hiſt. Eccl. |. 5. c. 22. de Paſ- 


Eriam de Hzref. Arian. Ai augs- 
moivuy Geay 6 BironAive The%- 
Tiv ixxanmdy obyodyy Gnne- 
ehixlu ovrexefre The me]azedw 
smer/Trec die yerudTor os Nirgiay 
"BrIvviaes amWTjcut mhegrg rey. 

ac. Hiſt. Eccl.1. 1; cap. 5. 

7 Vide Euſeb. Aiſt, Eccl. 1; 4. cap.15. 
G22. etiaml. 5. C. 1.4, 23. & |. 7: 
C. 29. (F 30. ; 

3 Fhe erant wrique cateri Apoſtoli quod 
fadit Perrus, pari conſortio prediti oF h1- 
noris Of poreflatis, Jed exordium ab wni- 
rate proficiſcirur. Primatus Perro-datur 
( ratione ſcilicet ordinis, non juri/di&ionis, 
uf obfervath digmum” off) ut ume Chyiſti 
Etrlefia, Of nna' Chibedvir- mmſtferur., 
Cypriin.” d&Uiirar, Etelſre; pay;” 234. 
ect, Parif 1633. irem: 


Epiſcoaparis unus eft, cajus a ſingulis in” 


ſolidum pars tenerw. 1Þ. 

9 Vide the Caſe of Marcin, Excom- 
municated by his Farher the Biſhop 
of Synope in Pontas, as it is related by 
Epiphanius : And the proceedings of 
Syneſins againſt Androncas, concern- 
ing the Excommunicared Perſons in 
the Chugch of Prolemais. Both which 
cquld nor be received inco the Com- 
munjon of the Church of Reme, with- 
our particular Sarisfaftion in their re- 
ſpe&ive Churches ; a it 1s —_ 
by Mr. Thorndike. Epilog.. to t ra- 
gody of- the Church of England. 

I. C 10; 


—_ to decide it, as 
the regular Act of the whole Socie- 


ty *: Some of the. Biſhops being {till 
aſſembled in a Synod: or Council, and 
the reſt ſubmitring unto their determi- 
nations. Thus their Unity- was main- 
tained in the matters of greateſt nio- 
ment, and by their 7 Z#tere Formate 

or —_—— in all the things of 
{ſmaller conſequence ; . and ſo they-pre- 
ſerved themſelves: entire; a b- 
ctety or Body of Chriſtians ; not by 
any Superiority of one over the reſt, 
but by the right hand of' fellowſhip 
from one'to another '®, And each of 
them” was ſo perſwaded of the Unity 
of the Catholick Church which was 
thus erved, that whoſoever” was 
excluded from the Communion of any' 
one” particular Church, he was ad- 
judged: as cut off from the Communi- 
oh.of the whole : And conld” not be 
recerved- into another Congregation, 
until he was” reconciled unto' that 
Church which he offended's. So that 
the Catholick Church of Chriſt can- 
not be confined to any Country, nor 
yet limited or reſtrained to one pecu- 
liar Governour : bat ir contains the 
whole Body or Society of Chriſtians, 
even all that are Baptized into the Co- 
venantof Grace. And as every par- 
ticular Church is at Unity in her ſelf, 
by the ſubmiſſion or agreement of- all 
her Members under. one Governour, 
ſo i-the'Unity ofthe Catholick*Church 

maintained 
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maintained” by the: agreement or correſpondence of thoſe Go-" 
yernours, ' whereby they do compoſe one Catholick Society. 

Anttherefore it is well obſerved, that there - can he-no more 

neoclity of an Univerſal Biſhop to eſtabliſh and maintain this 

Unity in the-Charch, than there is of an Univerſal Monarch, 

to keep Peace and'Commerce in the World : Since agreement 

among the Biſhops, is as ſufficient to the one, as correſpon- 

þ dence:among Princes, is unto the other. And as there cannot 
poſlibly:'be more than one Catholick Church, becauſe it con- 

tains all Chriftians, and conſequently all particular Churches 
whatſbever : 'So no one particular Society of Chriſtians (let 
its extent be never ſo great, or Members numerous) can juſtly 
hya claim unto that Title. Nor on the other hand, can any 
particular: Church ceaſe to be a Member 'of this Catholick, as 
long/as-ſhe;continues Chriſtian, that is, as long as ſhe retaineth 
the Holy Scriptures as the word of God and expounds their 
meaning by Catholick Tradition. And confequemty then,no Soci- 
etyof Chriſtians can be denied this privitedge orany otherRight 
and-Claim which the Catholick-Church pretends to, until they 
do renounce 'the Faith, and ceaſe' to be' Chriftians, and fo are 
n0 longer Members of the Body of Chrilt. 

That the Chorch of ' Rome therefore is the Catholick Church, 
upon-account, either of its Authority or comprehenſion, is no 

more a Truth, than 'that a part is the whole ; the terms being 
| equally - evident, and therefore as plain in the concluſion. 
And if the Church of Rome is but a particular Church, and fo 
a Member only of the Catholick : The Church of England alſa 
muſt have an-equal claim unto the ſame Right and Title whue 
no one can deny, that ſhe is Chriſtian : And therefore 
cannot loſe her 'Property in the Promiſes of her Saviour, tall 
ſhe quirs that Chriſtianity whereon they are founded, Whence 
it evidently follows, that all the Members of the Church of 
England, are equally qualified for all Priviledges ia Religion, 

and all Advantages-in reſpe& of the Catholick Church, which 
any Member of the Church of Rewe eng tuve @ full claim of 
reaſon to pretend to. 

S. 2. Thisis a Truth of ſo-much Evidence, that all the An- 
i Chriſtians, even in the' Church of Rome believed it; other- 
wiſe their Decree againſt Re-baptrzing «© 
Hereticks '*, made - Pope A. lins, © Vide Caranz. Sum, Concil, 


arthaginenſ, . 68. edit. Ro- 
and confirmed after by Pope Stephen, hems oh 


muſt contradi&t the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
deny Salvation unto Penitent Believers : For if-no Man can bea 
Chriſtian, but he that is in the Communion of the Catholick 
Church, and * Baptiſm is not Sacramen- 
1" Preter Eccleſia ſocietatem aque tal nor Beneficial to Salvation, where the 
baptiſmi non valet ad ſalutem, ſed Perſon js excluded from the Society of 
patius ad_perniciem. Anguliin- 0%" Criſtians : Such Baptiſm then:muſt be ne- 
Pond, 6. col, = "oxen e-1 ceſlary to Salvation, as doth make a Man 
a Chriſtian and a Member of that Society, 
If any Perſon therefore that is Baptized by one, whom you call 
Heretick, and with whoſe Church you will not Communicate, 
be notwithſtanding this ſo much a Chriſtian, as that he is to 
be Baptized no more ; but if he ſhall change his Religion and 
become a Convert to the Church of, Rome, they will receive 
him into their Communion, but never permit him to be Bap- 
tized again : I fay then, this is a fair Conceſſion from them- 
ſelves, that they Believe that he was a Chriſtian, and conſe- 
quently a Member of the Body of Chriſt, before he was aQtu- 
® Fob, xv. ally of their Communion. For the Scripture tells * us, that 
2, every Branch (although it is unfruitful, yet it) abideth in the 
Vine, until it is cut off, 23z. by an Apoſtacie from' the Faith ; 
nor can any new Branch be grafted in, but by that .Sacrament 
of Baptiſm, which Chriſt ordained for it. And therefore it is 
cvident, that thoſe Antient Fathers did not believe that all 
Men were Apoſtates, who differed from them in Opinion as 
to Religion, but acknowledged that they were ſtill Chriſtians 
though Erroncous, and therefore would not repeat their. Bap- 
tiſm which was compleat before, but received them Charitably 
by the Impoſition of Hands, Which is a ſufficient Evidence, 
that the Catholick Church of Chriſt is more extenſive than the 
Church of Rome, and that a Chriſtian may be a Member of 
the one, although he is not actually in the Communion of 

the other, 

And therefore it is obſervable even at this day, that in the 
Adminiſtration of Baptiſm in the Church of Rome, no Man is 
obliged by his Baptiſmal Vow to believe their own Articles or 
Conſtitutions, but only to Profeſs the Chriſtian Faith, as it - is 
in common with all other Chriſtians ; and which is not ſuffi- 

cient in a ſtate of Maturity, to qualifie any Perſon to be of 
their Communion, And conſequently then thoſe Articles are 
not 
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not neceffary in order to be a Chriſtian, although the proper 
Standard of the Church of Rome : But a Man may be a Mem- 
ber of the Catholick Church, that is not preciſely one of her 
Communion. There is a Famous At Recorded of the 
Daaatiſts in Africa 3, that is exactly parallel with our preſent ** Cod. 
| caſe, They being ſcarce a National or particular Church, but Concil. 


rather a broken part or fration of one, yet poſitively decreed © *+ 
themſelves to be the Catholick Church of Chriſt, and in a Sy- 
nod of their own party, formally Excommunicated all other 
Chriſtians, that would not ſubmit unto their determinations. 
But certainly, no Rational Man will ſay, that that Decree fo 
made, was True and Authentick, or that all the Chriſtian 
Church was obliged to ſubmit unto it, and to be concluded by 
it, becauſe it was boldly delivered as a Truth, and confident- 
ly aſſerted with over-great aſſurance, by a company of Men, 
that called themſelves a Council : But rather on the contary, 
ſuch an AR is to be derided, and the Cenſure laught at, as 
contrary to Reaſon and all Humane Conſtitutions, which leave 
all Perſons in their perfect Liberty, until by themſelves it is 
ſubmitted. And therefore St, Au- 
oe Argument *4 againſt them,tsaSs «4 cum ergo fatearis me converſum ad 
ly unanſwerable in reſpe& of us, who Cchriftianam fidem, cum ego nec ad De 
make the ſame Plea againſt the Charch natiffas nec ad Ragatiſtas canverſus ſum, 
of — For if you confeſs that 1 am a _ — _ Ob 
Chriſtian, (although I am no Pap!ſt) TW; 1 . 
| you declare then, that the Chriſtian — COIs 
Faith is openly profeſt without the 
Communion - of the Church of Rome, And whoſoever will 
endeavour to reduce the Cathbolick Church to ſuch a narrow com- 
paſs, muſt be Guilty of the Schiſm that is occaſioned by it, in 
excluding ſo many Chriſtians from the Communion of Saints. 
F. 3. But that the Church of Rome might render it ſelf 
more a particular Church,and leſs the Catholick (if poſſible) than 
any other is, ſhe hath of late years ſtreightned her own extent 
, extreamly, by ſetting ſuch new limits and reſtraints on her 
Communion, as former Ages never heard of, nor the Catho- 
lick Church ever preſcribed or cexacted. 
Thus Purgatory "5 was far from being |, '* ut hoe credint (ſcilicer doffrinam 


| . de 1 h j 
an gne pargatorio poſt banc vitam) & ta- 
Article of Faith, and neceſſary tro ©. ne fs, Smadaaos 


Salvation in the days of St Auguſtine. ,jentia mibi falli vi : 

C . . mtihi falli videntur. Aug. Enchi- 

Or the Worſhiping of Images, from rid, ad —_ Cap. 69. T. A ——_ 
C * 


being 
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$6 being a Duty in Religion before the 
o eyes; pry _—_ : erſtiths/ ſecond Council of Nice **, So that 
Pe  nidtdinider decir, a oblirjji Without believing things that are in- 
fit quicquid promiſerint Dev. Novi mul- Cl edible, viz. Tranſubltantiation, the 
tereffe ſepulcrorum & pifturarum adoraty= Infallibility of the Pope, &c. And do- 
res. Oc. _ De mor. Eccl, Cath. jn9 things that are unpracticable, wiz, 
"Vide evjam Terill, de ldololarr, & VV Orſhiping the Hoſt, and the Vir- 
Gregor. Epiſt. libr. 9. Ep. 9; gin Mary, &c. no Man can be admit- 
ted now into her Communion, hut a 
Man, that is a real and moſt faithful Chriſtian, that believeth 
in and conformeth himſelf to the Holy Scriptures, and alſo 
doth expound them in hard places, according to the Faith and 
Praftice of the Primitive Chriſtians : Yet notwithſtanding all 
this, he 1s excluded by her as being an Infidel, and as far as in 
her lyeth, is deprived of the common Benefits, and. the 
Priviledges of a Chriſtian. Whereas the Church which you 
Deſerted, is evidently in this Caſe conformable to the Catho- 
lick, in that any faithful Chriſtian of any other particular 
Communion, if he doth believe the Scriptures, and underitand 
them in the Senſe of the Univerſal Church (as it is delivered 
by the four General Councits) which you muſt alſo own to be 
the Catholick Faith, it your Opinion differs not from that of 
Athanaſms : If this Man, I fay, doth make it his bulineſs to 
live up unto thoſe Rules, he is freely admitted into her Com- 
munion, and may publickly enjoy all the common Rights and 
Benefits of a Chriſtian, without any other Injunction or Impo- 
ſition on his Conſcience. For none of her Articles are pro- 
unded with Anathema*s, nor is there ſo much as a bar trum 
erCommunion infiitted on thoſe Perſons that do not Subſcribe 
them; but (as their Title ſhews us) they were compoſed for 
Peace, for the avoiding of diverſity of Opinions, and for the 
Eſtabliſhing of conſent touching True Religion. For ſhe 
never did believe, that any Society on Earth (as the Church of 
| Rome alſerts it of her- ſelf 7) had 
7 Licet C hriftlus poſt cenam infituit. & Power either to alter or to add unto 
ſuis diſcipalis adminiftraverit ſub utraque the Faith, or to contradict the Inſtitt- 
ſpecie panis & vini b1c venerabile Jacra- tion of gur Saviour, and the practice 
anwoyoniyteran age /qown << of the Primitive Chriſtians, with 2 
Eccleſie ſervanit (Fg ſervat, &c. bold tamen Or non obſtante to them, or 
ever to impoſe new Articles of Faith 


upon 
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upon the People, as abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry unto their Salvation, which the 
Primitive Chriſtians for ſome hundreds 
of years, were never known to have 
thought, or heard of, So that (ac- 
cording to your own Notion) it to 
be Catholick, is to be of no Party nor 
Faction in Religious Matters, but a 
Chriſtian in full latitude and in reſpect 
of the Church in general, ſince every 
Member of the Univerſal Church muſt 
adjoin himſelf to ſome particular 


Licet in primitiv4 Eccleſia bujujmodi 
Sacramentum rcciperetur a fidelibus ſub us 
traque ſpecie, tamen hec conſuetudo ad 
evitandum aliqua pericula (CF ſcandala eff 
rationabiliter introdufta, (Fc. Concil, 
Conſtancienſ, Sefl, 13. 

Inſuper, Symdus Tridentina declayat, 
quamvis Redemptor nofter in ſuprema illa 
cena hc Sacramentum in duabns ſpeciebus 
inſtituerit, (&F Apoſtolis tradiderit : ta- 
men fatendum eſſe, etiam ſub alters ſpecie 
tantum, totum atque integrum Chriſtum, 
verumque Sacramentum ſuum, Concil, 
Tridenc, Sefl. 5, can. 3: 


Society;he that is in the Communion of 
the Church of England, muſt appear to live in the Communion of 
the Catholick Church, more than any Member of the Church of 
Rome : And you were ſtrangely miſtaken in your Sentiments of 
Religion, when in this Notion of the Catholick Church, you 
quitted the one Communion, and EmbraCd the other. 

S. 4. But perhaps you will tell me, that the Church of Rome 
is truly Catholick, not ſo much upon account of its extent or 
comprehenſion, or even the terms of Communion in her, as 
for her Antiquity and Catholick Doctrin ; in that, ſhe appears 
the ſame from the days of the Apoſtles, while the Church of 
England, as it 15 ndw eſtabliſht, ſeems to take her date from the 
Reformation of her. If theſe ſhould be your thoughts, there 
are two particulars that deſerve to be conſidered by you. 
1/t. That no Article of Faith is maintained in the Church of 
England as necellary to Salvation, but what is eyidently found- 
ed on the Holy Scriptures 5, and conſequently hath been be- ** 4re. 6. 
lieved and received as ſich, by every true Chriſtian from the 
Primitive Ages. So that you cannot inſtance any one particu- 
lar, that we hold as ſuch, to which the univerſal rule of Ca- 
tholick Doctrin, may not be ealily and properly applyed, viz. 
Ab omnibus ubique & ſemper furt creditum, 1t was at all times, 
and in all places, and by all Men believed. Whereas every 
particular, wherein the Church of Rome doth differ from her, 
1s alſo evidently of a latcr date ; and it is ealietoin{tance,when- 
ever you require it, it not the particular time when it was in- 
troduc'd, at leaſt a certain Age when it was not fo believed. 
And conſequently then the Doctrin of the Church of Rome, 

GC 2 a 
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2s ſhe is at variance with the Church of England, cannot with any 
Truth be tiled Catholick, nor as it is ſuch, be the occaſion of 

your Change. ; 
$. 5. The Second particular is, that the Reformation of any 
thing, doth not extirpate its former being, and new make it, 
nor yet eſſentially change it from the ſame thing that it was 
before ; but only redifying what was formerly amiſs, and re- 
moving all things that were repugnant to its Nature, it leaves 
the Being eſſentially the ſame, but renders it abundantly more 
pure and illuſtrious. The Church of England therefore, cannot 
be truly ſaid to have loſt or changed any of the Fundamentals 
of the Chriſtian Religion by her Reformation, or any wiſe to 
ccaſe from being the ſame Church that it was before ; ſince 
whatſoever was received by the Primitive Chriſtians, ſhe ſtill 
holdeth, believeth, and openly profeſſeth ; and whatſoever 
was not ſo, ſhe never could eſteem as part of her Religion, 
And ſhe hath made no change, either in her Faith or Practice, 
but by reje&ing of ſuch Unchriſtian Novelties, as in the times 
of Ignorance and oppreſſing Tyranny were lily introducd, 
and forcibly impoſed upon her. Whereas in the Canons of 
the Council of Trent (which do comprize the Faith, and regy- 
late the Communion of the Church of Rome) not only many 
things reputed by the Ancient Fathers, as uncertain, (for in- 
ſtance,Purgatory "9 (as | ſhewed before) 
9 Tale aliquid (ſcilicet, Purgatio 4 but alſo ſome that are evidently falſe, 
peccatiy ) etiam poft hanc witam fiert in- 2yjz, Tranſubſtantiation, as will ap- 
teſt, " _— Cy \frer1”" pear hereafter) are not only therein 
Sug, wo 3: col. 176. vide etiem. determined, and as Articles of your 
£5. Dec: $20% Faith, made a part of your Religion, 
e420? but alſo delivered to us with an Ana- 
. thema to Unbelievers, and as the expreſs terms of the Com- 
munion. If therefore you will ſay, that the Religion or the 
Being of a Church, is to take its beginning from the laſt 
ſyſtem of the Chriſtian Faith, or the laſt change of Diſcipline 
that was Eſtabliſht in her ; and will conſider farther, that the 
Faith of a Chriſtian, is to be meaſured 4 credendis, not 84 ne- 
gatis, from the points to he believed, not thoſe uncertainties 
that are deny'd by him; You will find it neceſſary to 
acknowledge, that the Old Religion is maintained in the 
Church of England, and that that of the Church of Rome is of a 
later 
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later date : Since the Church of England (as I ſhew*d before) 
ſtands by the Primitive Rule of Faith, and what ever was ſo 
determined by the firſt four General Councils; and this with- 
out the mixture of any Secular Notions, or any thing that is 
oppoſite, either to Reaſon or the Scriptures ; and conſequent- 
ly then, ſhe profeſſeth the ſame Faith, and the ſame Religion, 
which ſhe ever did, and is not eſſentially changed ſince ſhe was 
firſt Eſtabliſh*'d. But the Church of Rome hath evidently made 
many changes and innovations, both in Faith and Practice, and 
hath impoſed new Articles as neceſſary to Salvation, which 
were never ſo reputed before her Injuntion. And therefore 
in point of Doftrin as alſo, ſhe cannot be truly called the 
Catbolick Church, nor on that account have drawn you to her 
Communion. 

F. 6. As to your ſecond Motive, founded upon the Excel- 
lence, both of Faith and Praftice, which you ſuppoſed in the 
Church of Rome, as that it is more Orthodox than the Church of 
England : Should I Examine at large every particular Diſputa- 
tion, into which this Point may lead us, to determine it, and 
which is already extant and diſcuſt fully upon this Subject ; it 
would probably require more time than I can have leiſure to 
expend, and withal would ſcem impertinent to my preſent 
delign, which is your Satisfaction, with all brevity and plaineſs : 
Eſpecially, when ſo much hath been ſaid already by more 
Learned Perſons, that it is almoſt as impoſſible to add to, as 
to anſwer their Arguments; and I cannot but ſuppoſe, that 
you are acquainted with them, although you ſeem not ſatisfied 
nor convinced by their Evidence. It is certainly ſufficient in 
this caſe, to have recourſe but to our foundation ; that our 
Faith and Worſhip both, are wholly founded upon the Scrip- 
tures, have the conſent of the Univerſal Church, backt with 
Reaſon and an uninterrupted Practice, which warrants and 
maintains whatever we hold as neceſſary, againſt the force of 
all manner of Opponents. Whereas, the. Do&trin and De- 
votion of the Church of Rome, is chiefly built upon a looſe Tra- 
dition, or rather indeed, the Projedts and Inventions of Mo- 


naltick Votaries ; ſuch ** as True Religion cannot countenance, - Toe l 


flus autiendus eft, non debemus attendere quid alius ante nos faciendum puteverit, ſed quid 
gui ants omnes eft, Chriflus privy fecerit. Neque enim hominis conſuerudinem ſequi oportet, ſed 


Det veritatem, Cyprian, Epiſt, 63. ad Czcilium, pag. 1 49. 
nor 
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nor the Law of God be perſwaded to comply with. In & 
much, that ſhould a Stranger but inſpect our Churches, and 
knowing only that God is a Spirit, and that they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth ; ſhould he exa- 
mine the grounds and circumſtances of Publick Devotion in 
them, he would diſcover clearly the Nature of our Religion, 
both conſonant to Reaſon and the God we Worſhip ; while 
the other is hid in Ceremonies, buried in external Formalities, 
and makes but a meer ſhew or pageant of Devotion. 

8. 7. But lince however, there is one particular caſe of mo- 
ment, in deciding whereof, this Queſtion may be reſolved 
alſo, viz. W hither the Church of Rome, or Church of England, 
is more Pure and Orthodox, both in Faith and Worſhip ? It 
will not be amiſs to enquire into it briefiy, and compare our 
Faith and Practice, in relation to the Sacrament, which is the 
molt Solemn branch of our Devotion. For I ſhall ever ac- 
knowledge it as an obligation from you, if you will be fair in 
this particular, and communicate your own Thoughts freely 
without prevarication, whether you can ſubmit your Reaſon 
in this particular, to that Dottrin of your Church, that is 
ſo much againſt it? Whither you can believe in your Con- 
ſcience, as it is openly profeſt, that a Prieſt by Conſecrating 
Bread and Wine according to the Miſlal, can change their 
ſubſtance into that of God * Or fo Eſtabliſh the Divinity in 
thoſe Creatures, or under the covert of their Accidents, 
as really to make them, or what you ſee upon the Table, in 
their Shape, to become a proper Object to be Worſhipt and 
Adored ? For lince nothing can be more abſurd, nor indeed 
more criminal in Religion, than to apply God's Worſhip to 
any thing that is not God ; there is nothing lets than a belief 
of this particular, that can be pleaded by you, to juſtific your 
Practice, when you rag and Adore the Conſecrated Hoſt 
in the conſtant Exerciſe of your Publick Devotion. Let us 
enquire therefore, I beſeech yon, into the foundation of this 


. Faith, and how this Notion (which appears impoſſible to Man- 


kind) ſhould come to have that Credit in the Church, as to be 
made a Principle of the Chriſtian Religion ; and not only be 
received as an Article of Faith, but to be made the ground-work 
alſo of ſuch a dangerous Practice. 

F. 8, The 


$. $. The Church of Rome dogmati- 
cally teils us **, that our Blelled $avi- 
our at the Inltitution of his Holy Sup- 
per, changed the ſubilance of r1c 
Bread and Wine, inco the ſubſtance 
of his own Budy and Blood, For tfiy- 
ing of the Bread, This is my Body, 
and of the Wine, This is my Bluod, 
and in both Expreſſions, being lite- 
rally to be underitood by all Men, his 
Expreilions cannot be true, except 
this change be really eiteqed : It 
being impoſlible in a literal Senſe, 
that the ſame thing at the ſame time, 
can-be real Bread, and alſo the Boily 
of Chriſt ; and therefore they believe 
that after the words of Conſecration 
are pronounced, Chriſt himſelf with 
his Body and Blood, his Soul and his 
Divinity, and not any longer Bread 
and Wine, do really remain upon the 
Table; and ſo they Adore the Con- 
ſecrated Hoſt, as being really then the 
Perſon of Chriſt, who is the Saviour, 
God, and Judge of all the World, 
Now, Sir, if you will but ſeriouſly 
conlider all thoſe words, which our 


't Verum Chriſti expus of ſanzuir in 
S icrament) Altaris (ub ſpectebus panis 7 
vint 1e/actter continentay, tranſubſtuntias 
tis Pine in « WpaYs, ts vim in ſangurnem 
poteſtate Divind Cor.ci! Larera ,C i Is 

St quis negaverit mirabilem i!lam (& 
ſeinguincom converfionem iotins ſabantt 2 
> is incorpu; tf tatias ſubRantic 1151 in 
lunguinem, mancniibus Tuntaxat je.'tous 
panis (5 vin'; quarr quiden *mverlnem 
Cathl:ca Eccleſis apt ſims Tranjuvſt antie 
ationem appeliat, anathema fit. Concil. 
Trid, Sctl, 3. can. 2. 

Hoc tam admirabile ſacramentum in 
ultima cena Redeinptorem mftrum inftitu- 
iſe Santa S,mdus dicet, cum pot pants 
viniqae benediftionem, fe ſunm ip/ins core 
pus 11lis prabere ac ſunm ſarzatrem, de- 
ſertis ac perſpicuis verbis teſtaius eſt. Nae 
verba a ſanttis Evangeliftis commemarata, 
chm propriam illam 7 aportiſimam ſig- 
nificationem p. £ ſe ferant, ſecundiwn quam 
a patribus intellefa ſunt, (yc. Concil, 
Trid. Seff. 3. can. 3. ___. 

Si quis n-gaverit in ſanfifſima Enchas 
riſtie ſacramento contineri vers vealiter 
ſubſtantialiter corpus Co (; ſangdinem, und 
cum animi (5 divinitate 'Domint mftri 
Feſu Chriſti , ac proinde totwn Chri- 


lum, tc. Anathertia ſit.” Conc. Trid, 


Sefl. 3. can, 1, NON 


Saviour Chriſt hath ſpoken on this Subject, together  with- the 
end, delign, and occaſion of his ſpeaking them, it-will] not ap- 
pear ditficult to prove clearly to you, Firſt, that thoſe words 
of Chriſt are not thus literally to be interpreted 3 bur directly 
contrary to this Doctrin, their true Senſe is altagether Spiri- 
tual and Myltical. And 24ly, That it they were literally: to. be 
underitood by all Men, even in the utmo{t Senſe thoſe © words 
can bear, yet they will neither allert what the Conncil of 
Trent Decrees, nor juſtifie your Practice-- itt \Worihtping ” 
the Hoſt, 22h _ 
S. 9g. Firlt, I fay that the Words of our Saviour Chrift in 
the. Inſtitution of this Sacrament, cannot he under!t>od. in' a 
literal. Senſe, but mult have a figurative or myſtical "fznifi- 
cation, 


cation, And this doth appear fully from the Nature of the 
thing, the Deſign of the Inſtitution, the Occaſion of the Ex. * 
preſlion, and our Saviour*'s own Judgment as to their Inter. 
pretation. . 

As to the Nature of the thing, it is a ſufficient proof, that 
any Text of Scripture is not literally to be underſtood by Chri- 
ſtians, if its common reading contradicts the Rules of Senſe 
and Principles of Philoſophy, or deſtroys the ground-work of 
all certainty and knowledge, and fo roots up the foundation of 
Religion in general. And ita Man,by being a Chriſtian, is to take 
thoſe words of Chriſt in a literal Senſe, and to believe, that that 
is Fleſh, which by his ſight, touch, taſt, and ſmell, he fully 
and clearly diſcovers to be Bread, all thoſe recited miſchiefs, 
are the neceſſary conſequence, and there can be no Rule of any 
certainty in Religion, In ſo much, that no Man can be ſure, 
that there is a Bible, or that any ſuch words as theſe we treat 
of, are Recorded 1n it ; or indeed, that any thing elſe is writ- 
ten in order to his Salvation, if he muſt not truſt his Senſes, 
being rightly diſpoſed in relation to a proper Obje&t, with a 
fit Medium. If you ſay, that this is an —_— Object, be- 
cauſe it is a Subſtance, when Accidents alone do incur the Sen- 
ſes. I ſay, that there is no other way to know a Subſtance, 
but by the Accidents that are proper to it ; and if it were poſ- 
ſible for all the Accidents that are proper to one Subject, toin- 
here another, it would be impoſſible to determine, which is 
which, or ever truly to diſtinguiſh any one thing from another. 
But it 1s alſo evident, that a Humane Body is the real thing we 
here treat of ; and that this is a proper Obje& for our Senſes, 
appears plainly to us from the praftice of our Saviour, in that 
he recorr*d unto them, even he his Reſurreftion, and made 
them the only Judges of his Bodily Subſtance. Behold (ſaics he, 
Luke xxiv, 39.) my bands and my feet, that it is I my ſelf ; ban- 
dle and ſee, for a Spirit bath nt fleſh and bones as you ſee me have. 
So that either this Body of Chriſt ſuppoſed in the Sacrament, 
mult be a proper Object for our Senkes, or it is not that Body 
of Chriſt wherewith he aroſe from the Dead : And the Prielt 
muſt create another Body, ſuch as our Saviour never had, 
before he can adapt it to this Doctrin of the Sacrament. Ir is 
therefore evidently a device of the School-Men, to impoſe 
upon the Vulgar, that they generally diſcourſe thus nb 
Obje 
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Obje& of one Science, in terms and notions that are peculiar 
to another; and inſtead of Matter and Form, wherein the Eſ- 
ſence of a Body doth conſiſt, and which do evidently demon- 
ſtrate, that every Humane Body doth conſiſt of Limbs, hath 
Fleſh and Bones with that Extent, Shape and Dimenſions that 
are proper to it, and whereof all Mankind are equally ſure and 
certain : All their Diſputations are about its Subſtance and its 
Accidents, which are Metaphyſical terms, and may agree with 
a Spirit, with whoſe Nature and Parts the wiſeſt Men are un- 
acquainted. And therefore abſtracting from the Senſes, where- 
in the leaſt intelligent are ſufficient Judges, they confound our 
Underſtanding in ſuch intricacies and quillets, that even they 
themſelves cannot explain their meaning. And therefore 1 
fay, that either our Senſes muſt be Judges in this caſe, as well 
as other Bodies, or elſe that the Body | 


of Chriſt is not a ® proper Body, as *® Chriſtum ubique totwm 


of all Mankind, continually in that T, 2.c. 285. 
which is moſt evident, and ſure to be 


| being ſo deceived) I refer to any Man of reaſon to determine, 


guments which demonſtrate this Change 
to be impoſſible, 3 and that the Do- Vide The 


ons, that it is no proper Objet for Al- ——_ 


of Conſecration, then the at of the Apoſtles was manifeſt! 
different from the command of Chriſt whereon it was found 


order ? 
D C 10, As 


praſentem eſſe 


Neſtorius heretofore did Heretically nn dubites tanquam Deum, oF in coder 
alert it ; or elſe, that God hath ap- pry gens tn py 
pointed here, an irreſiſtible deception ,;j, ,gqum. Auguſt. Hh Ep. $7. 


relyed on, and how agreeable theſe are to the nature of Man, 
or fo the juſtice of God (eſpecially if he ſhould puniſh us for 


I will not trouble you with the recital of any of thoſe Ar- 


* «bſokae impoſſibility 'of 
arin doth imply ſo many contradi&ti- 77anſubſtantiation demonſtrated by Ar. 


| mighty Power. Burt this I muſt deſire you to obſerve, that if 
a ſubſtantial change were made of the Elements by the words 


for nothing can be clearer from the Text, than that our Sa- 
* Viour gave the Bread, and commanded them to take and eat, 
(that 1s, Bread) the words of its Conſecration Heing not yet 
pronounced, If then they did eat another ſubſtance and nor 
Bread, who can truly ſay that they fulfilled the Commandment 
of the Lord, or Reccived the Sacrament according to his 
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S. 10. As to the Deſign in this moſt Sacred Inſtitutien,, it 
appears to be the ſame in relation unto Chriſtians as that.of 
the Paſſover was unto the Jews. That as they did belicvein a 
Mecſſias that was to come, and of. whom their Sacrifices. were 
but Types and Shadows, and ſo were partakers of the Sacrifice 
that he was to offer, by cating of thoſe Sacrifices that did Ty- 
pically repreſent it : So we that now believe in -a Mefſias al- 
ready come, ſhould in a, parallel: manher , become Partakers of 
the ſame Oblation, and .by :an external a& like unto what 
they did in every Circunmltance, we ſhould obtain the benefit 
of that propitiatory Sacril,ce, and really and. truly þbe.rtade 
Partakers of it. And therefore our Saviour Chriſt appointed 
that Bread and Wine ſhould be recarvcd by his Diſciples ia the 
place and ſtead of his Body.and . Blood, which were. the regal 
Sacrifice that he offered unto. Gogl for- Man, and yery.impro- 
...-.aÞcr. things tobe actuatly caten .or drank by Chriſtiang-and 
-; therefore he calls\the.Bread His Body, and the Wine bis.Blood, 
notias-heing'rexlly'the things themſelves, but as Laſtitated by 
'Himiro repreſent Them to: us. . $o that by a due participation 
of theſe Creatures according, unto Chrifl*s appointment, . it is 
certain that all Chriſtiang;arg partakers of, that Sacrifice which 
he offer'd,, to God for them; and the Bread aud Wine baug 
duly,Canſecrated-and ' Received in the nature of a Sacrament, 
the Body and Blood of Chit is "Gully and -truly recerved by 
the Faithful in them-; not'that the Elements arc changed in 
themſelves, or that there is any, real alteration of their ſub- 
tance; hut the att is Spititual.in reſpect. of the Receivers, who 
7. * :..take them mnot'for Food, but as a Myſtery in Religion ; and 
therefore they-do not reccive them in their common notion a 
whey are Bread and Wine, that is, proper Food to uouriſh or 
Auſtain.the Body, but as they repreſcut the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, and arc appropriated by Faith to nouriſh and ſupport 
the Saul. And ſince then this Sacrament was ordained to become 
4 1Je3 "6 Wilt nidhcave panem © Sacrifice to Chriſtians, as St, Augt 
quod eft Sacrificium Cbriſtianorum. Aug, ſirae tell us, *4 and that thoſe Patriarchs 
od Civit, Dej.1. 17. cap. 5. Tom. 5, of old who hclicved in, a Ac/has that 
col. 954. Ws: was to come, wcre as actual Partakets 
Hunc panem ſignificavit manna, Oakc of that Sacrifice which he hath offered 

panem ſunificati altare Dei. Sacra» : EY oY ” 
Menta ills fuerunt, in ſignts diverſaſunt, 45 WC Can De: For they all cat the lame 
in re que / ns paria ſunt. Ibid. in ſpiritual Meut, and they all drank the 


Johan, Trac. 26, Tom. g. co! 225, {ame 
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fame ſpiritnal Drink, r Cor. x. 3. Neither is there Salva- 
tron in any other, Ads iv. 12. And yet it was impoſſible that 
they ſhould cat the Fleſh! of Chriſt and drink his Blood accord- 
ing to the Letter, becauſe his Body was not framed yet, nor 
actually born : It is therefore rational to conclude that we are 
ſtill Partakers of the Body and Blood of Chrilt in the fame man- 
ner that they were, not in a Literal hut a Spiritual participa- 
tion. Since the reception of them by Faith only was fully tut- 
ficient to the Salvation of the one, and therefore is all that 15 
neceſſary to the Salvation of the other. 

8. 11. And this gives us a fair light into the reaſon or occa- 
ſion of this Figurative Expreſſion; in that the Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt being Inſtituted by our Saviour in the place of the 
Fewiſh Paſſover, which was now to be aboliſhed, many of 
the External Rites were ſtill retained, to ſhew that all thoſe 
Types are now compleated : And therefore as it was uſual 
at the introduction of the Paſchal Lamb, for the Prieſt or ſome 
other of the Company to tell the People that this is the Lamb 
that was ſlain in Egypt, when the Lord paſſed over the houſes of 
our Fathers, and llew the Fzyptians - And again, after Supper 
was ended (diſtributing Bread and Wine to every one in or- 
der) was wont to tell them, This is the Bread of Sorrow which 
our Fathers cat in Fgypt : Whereas all Men know that it could 
not poſlibly be that very Lamb that was flam, nor that very 
Bread that was caten in Egypt, but another Lamb, and other 
Bread Inſtitated by God's order in the ſtead or commemora- 
tion'of it : So our Saviour likewiſe at the Inſtitution of the 
Sacrament nliag the ſame Phraſe upon the like occaſion, ought 
to be underſtood in the ſame manner of expreſſion. And ſince 
It was in conformity to their conſtant way of ſpeaking, that 
when he Inſtitured Bread and Wines to be Received by Chri- 
ſtians in the Commemoration of his own death, as that Lamb 
was of the Paixover, he ſaid of the Bread This 15 my Body, and 
of the Wine This is my Blood, we are to underſtand by it no 
more than if he ha rold ns, that they are Elements Sacramen- 
tally to he Received jn the ttead and commemoration of his Bo- 
dy and Blood. So that although there is nothing Corporeally 
upon the Table atter the Con -ecration but the fame things thas 
were therc before, nor cat; by the Receivers, but very Bread, 
with the very fame ſybltance that it always had ; Yet in the 

D' : notion 
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notion of a Sacrament, and as a Religious Myſtery, it 1s not to- 
be received as meer or common. Bread by any true or faithful 
Chriſtian. But we verily bclieve that the Sacrifice of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt is actually and truly partaken of in thoſe 
Elements; ard as the Church of England Emphatically expreſ- 
ſes it, The Body and Blood of Chriſt are verily and maced taken and 
Received by the Faithful in the Lord's-Supper. 
S. 12. This you cannot but know to be tke Dodtrin of the 
Sacrament as it is received in the Church of England ; and if 
you will conſult Antiquity you- ſhall nd that it hath not only 
been the general Doctrin of the Univerſal Church, but par- 
© Areegs ticularly of the Church of Rome in former Ages. For the An- 
tum panem Cent Fathers generally ſpeak *3 of the Spiritual and Figurative 
& diftribu- Being of Chriſt's Body in the Sacrament, and do expreſly call 
txm diſci- the ſame thing at the ſame time both Bread, and the Body 
pals _—_ of Chriſt ; which is impeſſible to be a tiuth 1n the Literal 
hee ſenſe, and therefore it is neceſlary to underſtand it Myſtically, 
corpuemenm Or reject thoſe expreilions as ialſe and incongruous. And it is 
dicends, alſo obſervable in other places, when ſcmie of them fiy higher 
ideſt, fe*- in their Rhetorical expreſſions, and to enfiame the Zeal, or 
ra corp'r? to raiſe the Devotion ot their Auditors, who were apt to think 
mei.Tercul ee" "Wet p Lenny 
adverſus £00 grolly of this Sacred Ordinance, ſeem to expreſs this change 
Marcion. 


I, 4. Cap. 4©. p. 733. edir. Rothomag. 1662, 

Nec panem reprobavit, quo ipſum corpus ſuum repr e/entat, ettam in ſucraments proprils 
egens mendicitatibus creatis, Ibid, Lib. 1. cap. 14. pag. 624. 

Nam quando Domini corpus ſunrm panem woeat, de multorum granorum adunatione conge- 
flum, populum noflrum quem portabat indicat adunatum; & quando ſanguinem ſunm vinum 
ajpellat de botris atque acins plurimis expreſſum atque in unum coathum ; gregem item no- 
firum ſignificat commixtione adunat* multitudinis copulatum, Cyprian. ad Magn. Ep, 75, 
pag. 209. 

Vita That e erit corps 0 ſanguis Chriſti, fi quod in ſacramento viſibiliter ſumitar, in 
ipſa veritate Giricuative manducetur, ſpiritualiter bibatur, Auguſt, de verb. Apoſt, Serm. 2. 
Tom, 19. col, 250. 

Oftendit ipſe Dominus quid fit non ſacramento tens, ſed revera corpus Chriſti manducare ts 
en ſanguinem bibere, hoc eft enim in Chriflo manere, ut in illo maneat (+ Chriſt, Ibid, de 
Civir. Let L. 5, cap. 25. Tom. 5. col. 13 13. 

Ac per hoc qui non manet in Chriſto, &y in quo nn manet Chriftus, proculdubio nec mandu- 
cat ſprritualtier carnem ejus nec bibit ejus ſ.nguinem, licet carnaliter (7 viſibiliter premat den- 
tibus ſacramentum corporis (F |anguinis C _ Ibid. 1o Johan, Tra. 26, Tom, g. col. 230, 

Ilte inſlruxit poſtea duodecem (5 ait ills, werba que locuti ſum w0bis ſpirits eft ty 1114, 
' Spiritualtter mtelligite quod locutus ſur, Non hoc corpus quod videts manducatunt eftis, 
| bibitart illum ſanguinem quem fuſurt ſunt qui me crucifigent, Sacramentum aliquod vabis com- 
' mendavui, ſpiritnaluer inteletium wviuficabit vas. Et ſi neceſſe eſt ilnd viſibiliter celebrari, 
oportet tamen inviſibiliter inteNigi. 1bid, Enar, in Pſalm gs, Tom. 5, col. 116, 
; which 
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which you deſire. I fay it is obſer- 
vable, that they often ſpeak *5 not only 
beyond the truth and all. that we be- 
lieve, but even the very utmoſt that 
you your ſelves will own ; and conſe- 
quently there 1s no reliance upon ſuch 
expreſſions, as ſhew not the Faith but 
the Fancy of their Author. Nay, al- 
though it 1s apparent that the Roman 
Miſjal bath been alter'd ſince the days 
of St. Ambroſe, 7 to make it more con- 
formable to your preſent Do&rin : Yet 
there is a memorable expreſſion ſtill re- 
tained in it, in the very Prayer of Con- 
ſecration, wherein the Ancient Do- 
rin 1s ſufficiently apparent. 


* Ipſum igitur vides, ipſum tangis, 
ipſum comedus. Lingua cruentatar hnc 
admirabili [anguine, Chryſoſt. in 
Mar, Hom. $3, tol. 1 50. Edir. Baſil, 

Quam preclaris eft caliz ifte, quam 
religioſa eft hujus potics ebrietas ? cruci 
heremus, ſanguinem ſugimius, (F intra 
ipſa redemptoris noftri wulnera figimus 
lincuam. Author libr,. De coena 
Domini in oper, Cyprian, inſerr, 
pag. 456, 


7 Fac nobis hanc oblationem aſcrip- 
tam, rationabilem, acceptabilem, quod 
eſt Figura corporis (F ſanguinis Domini 
noftri Feſu Chriſti, Ambroſ, de Sa- 
cramenr, L.4 .cap. 5. 


For it is certain that no Man 


wou'd ever pray to God to grant him leſs than he expected to 
receive, and yet it is obvious that (although they pretend to a 
Tranſubſtantiation, yet) they deſire no more there than what 
we Pray for who do not believe it, Their words are theſe, 
Quam oblationem tu Deus in omnibus queſumus ut benedittam, &C, 
Facere digneris, ut nobis corpus & ſanguis fiat dile1jſumi Filts 
twi, &c, Which Oblation we beſeech thee O God to vouch- 
ſafe to render bleſled, &c. that it may become to usthe Bod 
and Blood of thy moſt Beloved Son, &'c. Since then the dif- 
ference on debate is this, whether the Elements in the Sacra- 
ment are changed as to their ſubſtance, and ſo really made the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt in'ſe, in themſelves (as the'Church 
of Rome aſlerteth) or whether without any ſuch Change or Al- 
teration of their Subſtance they become Spiritually or Sacra- 
mentally ſo Nobts, to us, who do Receive by Faith the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt in them (as the Church of England doth 
expreſs it) I ſay it is ſufficiently apparent that the Compoſers 
of the Roman Miſſal have delivered their Opinion for us, to 
be the fame with that of the Church of England, ind not with 
the preſcut Church of Rome. So that the Ancient Doctrin of 
that Church is evidently for us, and whatever is profelt in 
point of Faith upon other occaſions, yet the truth in this place 
fo far prevaileth as to be openly allerted, whenever Maſs is: 


Celebrated among you. 
8. 13. But 
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$. 13. But laſtly, this is. not;.only the voice of Men," 

but agreeable tothe Dexlaration of Chriſt /himſelf, who di- 

res all Chriſtians not to,underftand'him-on this ſubject in a' 

Litcral Senſe, but to expound tis words Spmitally,-as-contain- 

ing a Myſtery. For in the ſixth Chapter of St. Johns Goſpel 

he is very expreſs-as to the nature and: deſign of this his Holy 

Inſtitution, as moſt of the Ancient-Doctors have always nnder- 

| ſtood him (though ** Bellarmine- for 

Now ef Comroverſta an in toro Ca. ſpecial Reaſns/ is'of another Opinion) 

nedp. Bngtie on ; _ inſomuch-that-if any Text of Scripture 

ee orarm. 0 ** ſoundeth fair for Tranſubltantiation, it 

peg is to be loakt for in that Chapter, But 

we find in the concluſion, that this was never intended by our 

Saviour, For when his Diſciples, were offended: at his Do- 

» Ennar. Ctrin, apprehending fooliſhly (asSt. Auguſtine obſerves) ?9 that 

in Pſal.z5 they. mult be Canibals, in order. ta-be Chriſtians, as if the cat- 

yy =_ ing of humane fleſh was to; be a Rite inctheir Religion; he recti- 
Ect, 12, ; . . . 

fies their thoughts, and explains his meaning fully, v: 63. ſay- 

ing, it ts the Spirit that quickneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing. 

The words that I ſpeak unto you they. are Spirit, and they arc 

*Lxoprins {-ife 5 that Is as * St, Auguſtine. expounds1t,. they are ſpiritual- 

citats, |1y. to be. underſtood by you, as containing a Myltery that will 

Sea. 12. hereafter be apparent in the Inſtitution of a Sacrament that will 

explain them. And therefore it is obſervable that St. Paul 

calls the Eucharilt Bread, and not the Body of Chriſt, but as it 

is reccived, The Bread which we break, 15: it nut the Com- 

munon of - the Body of Chriſt ! | Fari me beeng many are one Bread 

and oue Body, for we are all Partakrs: of, that ne Bread, 1 Cor. 

x. 16, 17. and in the following Chapter, '2; 26, 27, 28. even 

after an account given of the Confecration of'it, yet he is ſtill 

expreſs in calling it Bread ; and if words are to he underſtood 

always in a literal ſenſe, when no abſardity doth tollow, the 

MiſJal faith the ſame thing iu the Prayer. atter Conſecratton, 

calling it Panem ſandum vite' aterne, the Holy Bread of 

Eternal Life, All which would ſtrangely derogate trom the 

nature of the thing, if it were Chriſt's Body, and not Bread 

which they diſcourſe of, But this is confirmed beyond all dif- 

putation by that expreſſion of our Saviour at the Inſtitution of 

it, Do this in remembrance of me, Foy as often as ye eat 

this Bread and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lords Death = 

. 4 
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6097, ) Cor, xi. 26.. Sthce fart 39[t "*'Nemt2 ietor 1atur miſt quod in pra- 
contradicts. the common. form of!ſpeak- /entia nm eff pofirum.. Avg. in Pſalm, 
ing to remember a; preſent Object that 137+ Tom. 8, e. 312, 
ſtands betore us, when WE cannot make Reflections thus but 
upon abſegt things : And ſecondly, if Chriſt ſhould actually 
come whenever the Sacrament is Adfiiniſtred, then that Holy 
Inſtitution js no longer. to continue, being to determine on 
our Savtam*s coming ; efpecially' when 
we know 3 that it is 00:rabity,.even)in - ' Solet awtem ves que ſiznificat 
the Scripture,for a thing that repreſents I Tha: Aug, io Leen — 
or-hignikes another to bear the /nzame or Tom, 4. ol 220, * 


wally and '-truly , receined ' by. the Fanhful in the Church of 
England; as-in the Chirch of "Romer.1; Yon | muſt needs acknow.- 
ledge 'then; that in this Point, of Faith nnd Worſhip-you have 
gotten: no advantage - by:thexhange- of your Religion.; 'but ra- 
ther 01-the: contrary:in [the[Rulcscof your Devotion, . you ha- 
zard': your: St vatton;-npots an-Opimon that-may be falfe,' and 


by' their-Conſecrationraccording.to your Fancy (and you know 
that; befides all. the realons that can! he  Pureſt autem 4 
apainR'it,.2? thereare, a mutti... x ery fire 

red againſ It, | . | ex parte 'rmateyi + confecrande, & ex 
taderof Citcuntſtanoes that anay tbRtryd: "Parte farmie al bibenale;' ids ex parte 
their” Change) grofler)Itolatry cannat -; , *mfucrentisi..) Ridcquid enim 
be.commitred thadenare xaily puilty, ; Sorem: </he1t rilicet materia debira, 
of in 'Worſhiping. the Hoſt, , Antl if, #794 <4 inning, or green? 

m *\Y oritiping, the w_—_ [5 ts 'ralis in Conficrente, nm conficitup Ac ae 
you will believe 'Can/terns in his Judge-.  menmm. Milſal. Roman.'D, Heli i 
ment 61 the Caſe, and it is reaſonable ccicbrarjone Millar, Se. L, 
toullow him vvell abquarnted with your! : y. Ma ar, Tranſſtewjativ, tale. 
Doctrin, you will find 33 thar your 4911197 fartt exrum error, qui 


Þro 'Deb 
Pablo Devotionin this poinnof:Work-mghs! OA WE j 
Mp doth exreegl the very "Feathens. iv \ rings Oban ud BbF'oppi 
heir” SreateltNBLarkþ-" A yer Ons "#icha/vefVia animate ws nd am 
le other hand, ifthofe Elements lhovtd oP {2 76a Graf 
ve changed as (youunreaſonably beliove, Ta balns ; _ 
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but no Man can prove by ſolid Argument) it is alſo evident 
that our reception of them by Faith is every way as valid. s 
beneficial, and as effeQtual to Salvation, as can be imagined in 
your Carnal Manducation, - Since it is the Spirit that quickneth, 
and the Fleſh profitcth nothing ; and it is not any aCtion of the 
Body, but the purity and fincerity of the Mind and Soul that 
Gad reſpets in any Holy Exerciſe; and therefore it is this a- 
lone that ought to be regarded, which unites a Man to Chriſt, 
and brings down God's Gifts and Graces on him, by a dye re- 
ception of that Holy Sacrament 
S. 15. But notwithſtanding all this, if you continue poſitive in 
*2 Theſſ. this Opinion, and will reſolutely adhere unto that *Man of Sin 
n. 34 that Exalteth himſelf above all that is called God, contradi8- 
ing the Ordinances of Chriſt with a Non Obſtante to his Inſtitu- 
tion of them : And that ſitteth as God in the Temple of God, 
impoling Laws and Reſtrictions upon the Conſciences of Men : 
In ſo much that yon may rationally ſuſpet&t your ſelf to have fal- 
* 1bid, len into the ſtate of thoſe unhappy Perſons to whom *God hath 
v. 11- ſent a (trong deluſion that-they ſhould believe a lye, and obſti- 
nately maintain. theſe 'apparent Contradictions againſt all the 
forceboth-of ſenſe and: reaſon :'That'I-may abate ar leaſt your 
fondneſs for this error, or reſtrain that practice that againſt the 
Law of God is founded on 5 will offer my ſecond Propoſition 
alſo toi be conſidered, Thar if thoſe words of Chriſt (This is my 
Body) were to be taken in the literal ſenſe, as effecting ſuch a 
change as againſt ſenſe and reaſon is aſſerted, to make the Pro- 
,.. polition literally true: -Yet I ſay they will neither juſtifie your 
-» :, Pradtice in worſhiping the Hoſt, ' nor maintain the Doctrin of 
v3 \*, the Church of Rome, as by the Council of Trent it is taught and 
oO 5 wrars For it is plain that thoſe words of Chriſt inthe moſt 
© Here literal ſenſe that they can bear, can have no relation farther 
at once # than to his Body only, and this too in the moſt ſtri& and limit- 
— ed notion of a Sacrifice, wherein Mankind are made Partakers 
crifce «ng Of it: Since (as your ſelves confeſs) 34 the deſign of the Inſtity- 
obs hp T8 ce. in that it is ordained (to continue the memery of Chriſt's death and obla- 
tion pan the Craſ1, and the $\ A mavpge of the general virtue thergof t0 our particular neceſſities, 
by conſecrating the ſeveral Klements, not into Chriſt's whole Perſon.as it was born of the Virgin, 
des Lore ee ere 
[4 z, 4 
the New! hr eur which be the Conditions of bis Perſen as he was in ſacrifice and oblation. 
d ac Rhems, on Mat, xxvi, 26. 
£10n 
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tion was only this, that all Men might become Partakers by it 
of the Sacrifice which Chriſt offered upon the Altar of the 
Croſs, when he made a full atonement: for the Sins of the 
whole World. Now we know that the nature of a Sacrifice 15 
ſuch, that ir muſt be ſlain before it can be offered 3 and con- 
ſequently then this Body of Chriſt (into which you do believe 
that the Elements are changed) muſt be dead as well as broken, 
and totally abſtracted or ſeparated from the Soul, as it was ot- 
fered up in Sacrifice to God ; and how this Body then in 'this 
very [tate and notion can be a proper Object for Divine Wor- 
ſhip, is a thing that deſerves to be very well conſidered. For 
it 4s very evident that it doth not contain the eſſence of a Man, 
fiace that conliſts chiefiy in his rational Soul that is departed 
from it, and to which St. Auguſtme tells 


us 35 that the Divinity was united. And 
therefore though all his Sufferings in 
the Fleſh are truly attributed to hum as 
the Son of God, becauſe it was Chriſt 
that ſuffered, who really was that Sa- 
cred Perſon, yet when we ſay that he 
was buried, it is an improper way of 
ſpeaking (as that 3* Father obſerves ) 


* Peflquam enim'a Jud is in cruce 
ſuſpenſus eft, max ut ſpiritum reddidit, 
anita ſue Divinitati anima ad inferum 
profunda deſcendit. Aug. Serm. 137- 
Tom. 10+ col. $99, 


* Ex toto antem pars ſignificatur, 
cum dicitar Chriftus ſepaltus, chm ſola 
ejus car0 ſepulta ſit, Ibid, de Anima, 
L. 1,c, 17. Tom, 9, col, 1158, 


and doth expreſs no more but the bu- | 
rial of his Body only, fince it is evident -that it was not the 
Perſon of Chriſt, but only his Body that was ſubje&t'ro' that 
Paſſion, We generally look opon it as an infinite condeſcen- 
tion in Almighty God that he united his Divine unto our Hu- 
man Nature even in its ne gary and perfe&tion : But to 
expect that this Divinity be immediately united unto 
the groſſer part of Man, even his Body or Carcaſs, when 
his Rational Soul is ſeparated from it, and when yon cannot 


_ truly fay that even the Human Nature continues extant there ; 


And much more to believe then that any Prieſt whatſoever 
can effect this condeſcention at his pleaſure, and by the intro- 
duction of a Material Snbſtance only unite the Divine Nature 
to the accidents. of Bread and Wine ; which muſt then be in- 
herent in the whole Suppoſitam, -or ſubſiſt by themſelves, and 
{o ceaſe to be Accidents : Theſe are thoughts too- hard to be 
entertained of God, except he himſelf in every Circumſtance 


had expreſly declared and promig'd it in Scripture. The Conn- 
E cil 


” $i quis negaverit im Sacraments 
contineri vers realiter & ſubſtantiali- 


ter corp (5 


G& divinitate Domini wſtri Feſu Chrifti, 
&c. Anathema fit, Con. Trid, Sefl, 
3 Can. 1, 
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cil of Trent therefore to avoid this dif- 
ficulty, 37 hath joyned the Soul of 
[anguinem was cum ant company his Divinity in the Sacrament: 
Inſomuch that 1 have heard a Door of 
Laws of that Communion declare, that 
he believed that the Hoſt after its Con- 
ſecration was as rational, diſcurſive, and viſible as any Man, 
But on what Authority all this Confidence is founded, 1 profeſs 
I am in the dark as to its diſcovery. For take thoſe words of 
Chriſt (this is my Body) in any ſenſe that they can bear, 
and certainly nothing more than the Body of Chriſt can be ex- 


reſt in them (beſides their Myſtical ſignification) and if you 


will limit this unto the notion of a Sacrifice, as I ſhewed 
you muſt, that will infer directly that his Soul muſt be exclu- 
ded from it. And ſurely then whoſoever he is that pretends 
to Miracles, to at not only beyond the Power and the very 
Conceptions of a Man, but even dire&ly againſt all ſenſe and 
reaſon ; He ought to produce at leaſt the Commiſion that 
God hath given him for to do ſuch things, with ſich 
ample Clauſes and Expreſſions in it as confer that Power be. 
yond all exception; Otherwiſe Men cannot believe him that he' 
is ſent by God, but will undoubtedly rejet him, and deſpiſe 
his Do&trin. The Conſequence then is this, That even the 
moſt literal ſenſe of ChriſPs words being granted, yet the Con- 
ſecrated Hoſt is not to be adored : But this conftant praftice of 
Worſhiping it .at Maſs is a Crime not juſtifiable in any Chri- 
ſtian, being dire&ly contrary to the firſt Commandment in the 
Law,andour Saviours Confirmation of it in the Goſpel ; where 
he hath exprefly commanded us in theſe unqueſtionable terms, 
Thou ſhalt Worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerne, 

Mat. iv. 10. 
$. 16. There is one thing more that is obſervable in this 
branch of your Devotion, which I think my ſelf obliged to 
make Remarks on,and that is the general ſtate of the Congrega- 
tion when the Maſs is Celebrated before them. ' For the Sacra- 
ment being daily Adminiſtred in the ſight of all the People. 
there a $ an eminent danger even in going to Maſs, with- 
out;ſach a Preparation for it as befits a Worthy Communicant: 
Siace-if you conſider ſeriouſly the Feaſt which the King made at 
his 


Chriſt together with his Body, to ac- | 
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his Son's Wedding, as it is related in the Parable, 17at.xxii.2.and 
s generally underſtood to repreſent the Bleſſed Sacrament 
wherein Chriſt is moſt eſpecially united unto his Church : You 
will find that the Perſon who is there Condemned was guilty of 
| noother Crime or Miſdemeanour but in coming to the Marriage 
without a Wedding Garment. For it doth not appear that he 
* ſo much as ſat down among the Guelts, or was any-wiſe a Par- 
taker of the Wedding Fealt : But his Indictment 1s for his pre- 
ſumption, in daring to come in without a proper dreſs, and 
for that alone he was Condemned to miſery. In the Primitive 
Church therefore we find this miſchief moſt cautiouſly pre- 
rented, and that 3® whenever the Ce- 


lebration of the Sacrament began, one ** Nullur Catechumenur, nullus au- 
of the Deacons ſtood up and Exhorted ditor, nullus infidelis, nullur hereticus, 


all Perſons that were unfit for to re- 
.ceive it, to retire. So that inſtead of apoſi, 
the common notion that is received 'a- -* - 
mong the People, that in the Maſs a Sacrifice is offered for all 
that are preſent at it : There is oftner a danger than an advan- 
tage in ſuch an attendance,and inſtead of takingaway, it rather 
adds unto their Sins : Since all Men know that the Sacrament 
cannot be beneficial but only unto thoſe that worthily re- 
ceive it, as its very Inſtitution, Nature, and Promiſes do ma- 
ifeſt : But it is very injurious unto all Spectators that are not 
duly qualified for to joyn in the Communion, 

S. 17. I could eaſily run up this my Letter to a Volume with 
ſuch like Obſervations upon other Particulars, wherein you 
now profeſs to differ in Opinion from me; As the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacrament in one Kind only, directly contrary to 
our Saviour's Inſtitution, Mat. xxvi. 27. your Publick Prayers 
In an unknown tongue, againſt the expreſs Doctrin of St. Paul, 
1 Cor, xiv, 28, your Praying to Saints and Angels in oppoſition 
to God's Law, and the practice of his Servants, Mat.-iv. 10. 
Revel. xxii. 8. and your Worſhiping of Images againſt the ex- 

rels letter of the ſecond Commandment. But theſe are I hope 

ufficient to my preſent Deſign, both to diſcover fully your dif- 
advantage in your change, and to clear thoſe miſtakes which 
were the occaſion of it: To ſhew you plainly how continually 
you ſtand expoſed to danger in that Profeilion wherein youare; 
and that even your own Notions being granted as far as:qhe 
$ 


.qui primam orationem perſeciftis, dij- 
cedite, pueros recipite matres, Conſtic. 
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